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Residents don't like smell of cleanup plan 
Bv TIM ZonN S I, tj /yc; showd be removed and destroyed, negotiating with 3.5 to 40 larger com-
Staff Writer (I c ( because chemicals that seeped into panies to pay the re:st of the cleanup 

GRIFF11H - Federal and state 
environmental officials tried to con-

I 
vince citizens Thursday that a new 
contamination-cleanup plan for a 
Griffith industrial $lte is better than 
theoldone. · · 

The new plan for the American 
Chemical Service land emphasizes 
ccmtaining most of the contamina­
tif)n there instead of removing it. 

A cleanup plan approved by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency in 1992 needs to be changed 
because it would be too e>..llensive 
and hazardous, officials said. 

"In my opinion, it Is safer to imple­
ment the remedy we are propoalng 
than the 199:2 remedy," EPA project 
manager Revin Adler said. 

Some of the approximately 18 citi­
zens at Thursday's hearing didn't 
buy that argument. 

"All you're doing is PQStponing the 
inevitable," said GriHith resident 

; George Smolka. 
1 He said the contaminated soil 

the gr<'und for more than 30 years cost and the elitimated $1 million 
rould eat away a containment barri· annual «lst ot operating the ground· 
er buUt around the site. water cleanup system. 

Others questioned how the plan The current plan calls (or cover-
~ould _keep contamination fro~ g~t- ing the site with a' layer of clay and 
ung. ~nto the , adjacent Gr1ffath asphalt, pumping out and treating 
muruc1pal landfill; whether the com· the ground water and extracting 
panles who oontributed to the slte's vapors from the soil through weDs. 
pollution- and DCIW have to pay for Alsl), an estimated 400 to 2,.500 
1ts cl~anup - pushed the EPA into barrels ot waste buried at the site 
adopnng a less·expenstVe plan; ~d will be dug up, and about two acres 
whether aU the barrels of buried of PCB-laden wetlands .soil near th 
waste wou.ld be removed. . . e 

The 1992 plan was abandoned site Wlli be dug up and taken to a 
after the estimated cost soared to at hazardous wa5te landtill: 
least $150 million. The current pro- ~n .undersround barrier w~ was 
J?OSal would cost an estimated $60 to b~ilt_m1997, to keep contarrunation 
$70 million. w1thm a 19:acre area. A ground 

The EPA plans to get all or the water pumpmg and treatment sys-
cleanup costs from companies that tem "':as install~. , 
brought waste to American Chemi- While the previous plans goal was 
cal Service from 1955 to 1990, when to make the ground safe enough to 
ACS ran a solvent recovery facility. bui1d houses on in tbe fucure, the 
there. current plan aims at making the site 

So far, about 1,000 smaller compa- acceptable for industrial use. 
nies have put $25 million into a The EPA is accepting comments 
cleanup fund, and the EPA now is on the plan through Friday, May 21. 
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